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Will Putin use nuclear weapons in
Ukraine? Our experts answer
three burning questions.

‘As Russian President Viadmir Puin confronts a series of humilating batlefield
setbacks since his February 24 invasion of Ukraine, and amid an increased flow of
Weatem arms It the county, the sk o sscaatin remains al 100 e

bumi -

Scenaro that has alarmed many analysts walching this war unfold: the Kremii folowing

thiough on s threats and using nuciear weapons n the confict, They weighed in on the
o P akig e et st s e g o e it

kel sy

A Wnat he IKeihood tht VIS PutnUses ucear Weapons i the course ofthe

B
war in Uk

Putin is more likely than not to use nuclear weapons In the war In Ukraine If he
faces devastating defeat I Pun peroetes an existrtal Uvea to1s e, en he

Topr ifthat requ
steps. Nuclear weapor

revent
ns are the ulimate tools of last resort; zny rational leader would
onsider using them if his or her regime (or Ife) were on the fn

Tt o Sconcron Contstor Svatagy ang Secury

—Dany.

at

Butin presumably expects his threats wil induce NATO to abandon Ukraine. However, i
he believes he is facing dsfeat or a coslly stalemate—or as a chance of success.

thiough

percent) risk he will carry out his threats. Even a smal ik is deeply dangerous, and
houid var, the most

desirable outcome. Accordingly, NATO should say cléarly hat any nuclear atiack by

Russia would meet with a response potentially including nuciear weapons.

Secretary of defense for poliy.

I my view, the provabilly is very low—not zero, but less than § percent. Puli's
been aimed at deterring the United States and is alles
d miitary capabites
decisive advantage. If Russian forces sulfered

Putin would not likely run the i of uncontrolled escalaton by being the istfo

r tabco.
ciiians and infrasiructure, 2s well as against alled [weapons] resupply operations.

—Alexander
onters, served as US ambassador o Russia from 2001 to 2005, and was deputy
secretary general of NATO from 2072 o 2016,

“The ikellhood Is very low. Nuciear detarrence works n peacetime, and it has worked
as in Cuba,

on'the Korean peninsua, and in Vietnar).

—Jan Loda) s a distinguished fellow at the Scowcroft Center and was president of the

‘Atlanic Counl from 2005 to 2006.

Thegoa of ke scaaon o b osend te mossage i Russia vl
tating defeat and. accordingly, that the United States and s alles need
o back off Sinc the goa wouk e coercon, Puin wor

nis
S0 any aftack would iely involve detonating half &
n low-yield ai bursts (in orcer to minmize falout) against wel-entrenched
Ukcainian mittay positons.

—Kelr Lisber and Daryl Press

Puin's motive would ot be milary in nature, bt rather inimidation. He might begin

toRussia's
Sl encave o Kainngad e cous e o ﬂemonilrzlmn or possibly a detonation
at a Russian test on sl aizc he might arget a iy In Ussan (1
Concavab n Patn) sssocoed wit iestom suppnof

—Walter Siocombe.
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