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In this article you will find the following:

e How to view saved Wi-Fi passwords with Keychain Access

How to find Wi-Fi password on a Mac using Terminal

e Use iCloud combined with Keychain Access to recover your Wi-Fi password on Mac

o Takeaway message

In just a few steps you can retrieve a network password from your Mac. There are two ways to do it. You can
either use Keychain Access to recover a forgotten password or, if you feel adventurous, look up your password

with Terminal. Both methods are detailed below.
A note from our experts:

When you don't know how to solve any Mac-related issue, ask the experts. MacKeeper’s Premium

Services provide online expert support 24/7.
Here’s how to use MacKeeper’s Premium Services:

1. Download and launch MacKeeper, select Premium Services.
2. Click Chat Now.
3. Describe your issue to the expert in the text box.

4. Wait for the instructions.
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Step 1. MacKeeper > Premium Services > Chat Now
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® Additional options may be offered

Your tech expert

Hi! Let's start a chat!
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Welcome to MacKeeper
Customer Support Team!

Step 2. Enter your question in the chat box

How to view saved Wi-Fi passwords with Keychain Access

Keychain Access is a handy macOS feature for storing user names, passwords and other login details.
How to see saved Wi-Fi passwords on a Mac using Keychain Access:

1. Open Keychain Access from Applications > Utilities.

2. Select System in the left panel.

3. Select the Passwords tab at the top.

4. Double-click on your network to display additional Wi-Fi information.
5. Tick the Show password checkbox and enter your admin password.

6. Copy the Wi-Fi password.

Page 4 of 9



https://mackeeper.com /blog/find-wi-fi-password-on-mac/

eove® < Utilities ao < v M © v Q
o Applications Utilities Applications HE

# AirDrop i (=) AirPort Utility

@ Save to Pocket :
@ Recents M Audic MIDI Setup

. SensibleSideButtons "y Bluetooth Eile Exch
& Apolvatio B s £J Bluetooth File Exchange

i B |% Boot Camp Assistant
1 .

S DKo acl ¥3 ColorSyne Utility
[% Documents & Spotify B Console

. Stickies s
@) Downloads Digital Colour Meter

B stocks __— o

. |« Disk Utility
& Macintos... P Surfshark =
5 P ¢! Grapher
t

Sloud '.: YSIEhreiRrences # Keychain Access

/ TextEdit . ; .
7 iCloud Dri... ’ & Migration Assistant

The Unarchiver Keychain Access

&= Screenshot
Ti Machi ) ) Application - 5.8 MB
@ Time Machine 4 Script Editor App 5
@

4 System Information
= Utilities

B Terminal
Voice Memos . -
@ | @B VoiceOver Utility I

Home

O

O Important
® Green

[ ]

Blue X 1 of 22 selected, 169.19 GB available

Step 1. Go to Applications > Utilities and Open Keychain Access

e0e® Keychain Access | Q searct

Allltems Passwords Secure Notes My Certificates Keys Certificates
' login

f' Local ltems

B System

(&) System Roo Name ~  Kind Date Modified Expires Keychain

w

Step 2. Ciick System
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0@ Keychain Access B ®  Qsearch
Default Keychains All ltems | Passwords [ Secure Motes My Certificates Keys Certificates
o' login
——— =
of' Local ltems Kind: AirPort network password
Account:
System Keychains o0 Where: AirPort
Medified: 16 Feb 2021 at 11:40:51
& System
@ System Roots Name ~  Kind Date Modified Keychain
T — AirPort network pas... 16 Feb 2021 at 11:40:61 System
[-_ Little Snitch Encryption Key application password 16 Feb 2021 at 17:27:55 System
"" LocalBeaconStore application password 16 Feb 2021 at 11:49:07 System
/.. Surfshark. IKEv2 IPSec XAuth Passw... 19 Feb 2021 at 12:33:41 System
(’" WiFiAnalytics application password 14 Dec 2020 at 20:33:55  System
_[_- WiFiAnalytics application password 10 Mar 2021 at 21:38:45 System
Step 3. Select Passwords
[ NN ] Keychain Access O ® Q: 1
Default Keychains All ltems | Passwords Secure Motes My Certificates Keys Certificates
o login
———
o' Local ltems Kind: AirPort network password
Account:
System Keychains o0 Where: AirPort
Madified: 16 Feb 2021 at 11:40:51
8 System odifie @l a
@ System Roots Name ~  Kind Date Modified Keychain
_{__ e AirPort network pas... 16 Feb 2021 at 11:40:61 System
"“ LocalBeaconStore application password 16 Feb 2021 at 11:49:07 System
_{__ Surfshark. IKEv2 IPSec XAuth Passw... 19 Feb 2021 at 12:33:41 System
[" WiFiAnalytics application password 14 Dec 2020 at 20:33:55 System
_Z__ WiFiAnalytics application password 10 Mar 2021 at 21:38:45 System

Step 4. Double-click on your network
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| NN
Attributes = Access Control

Mama: 1+—-—— [
/’ Kind: AirPort network password
reee Account:

Where: AirPort

Comments:

l Show passwnrd:l - 5

Step 5. Tick the Show password checkbox

How to find Wi-Fi password on a Mac using Terminal

You can also recover your Wi-Fi password using Terminal, the command-line interface built into macOS.
How to view your Wi-Fi password on Mac via Terminal:

1. Open Terminal.

2. Enter this command, changing wifiname for the name of your Wi-Fi network: security find-generic-
password -wa wifiname.

3. Hit Enter, type in your admin credentials and hit Enter again.

4. Your Wi-Fi password will be displayed in the Terminal window.

[ NN (= — -zsh — 80x24

Last login: Wed Mar 17 28:89:56 on console =
’ ~Mac-mini ~ % [

Step 1. Open Terminal

@00 & — -zsh — 62x18

Last loginm: Wed Mar 17 28:35:38 on ttys@ee 1=
- —Mac-mini ~ % security find-generic-p

assword —wa

Step 2. Enter the command in Terminal
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macO0S wants to make changes. Enter an
administrator's name and password to allow this.

l_. macOSs wants to use the *System” keychain.

Username: S

Password: [essss

? S v

Step 3. Type in your password

@ & = — -zsh — 62x18

Last login: Wed Mar 17 28:35:38 on ttys@ee :E
[ : - = -Mac-minl ~ % security find-generic-p]

assword —wa
[ sm
: —Mac-mini ~ % I

Step 4. Wi-Fi password will be shown in the Terminal

Use iCloud combined with Keychain Access to recover your Wi-Fi password on
Mac

If you use iCloud to synchronize your devices, Keychain Access passwords will be saved in the cloud as well.

This is useful if you’ve recently changed the Wi-Fi password on another Apple device.
To get your Wi-Fi password for your Mac:

1. Open Keychain Access.
2. Instead of going to the System folder, switch to iCloud.
3. Find the Wi-Fi network and view its password.

N

. Copy the password and go back to the System section.
5. In the System section, find the network’s name again.
6. Open the information window, and tick the checkbox next to Show Wi-Fi password.

7. Erase the old password and paste the new password in the field.
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o0 e® Keychain Access O @ Q
Allltems Passwords Secure Motes My Certificates Keys Certificates
" login
<unknown:>
& iCloud Kind: ! :
Account:
Where:
Medified: 16 Feb 2021 at 11:47:57
B System
@ System Roots Name Kind Date Modified Expires

@ <unknown>
@ <unknown>

SHA256:VoBTMIPBVE+ZJUES...
SHA256:sWe7GAUYtF+cpigkw...

16 Feb 2021 at 11:47:57
Today, 20:53

"” =unknown= application password 16 Feb 2021 at 11:47:23 -
‘/'" <unknown= application password 16 Feb 2021 at 11:47:48 -
g‘“ MacBook Pro application password 3 Feb 20192 at 18:58:47 -
{“ App Store User Data Encryption application password 16 Feb 2021 at 11:48:55 -
‘{’“ com.apple.ace..unt.cloudkit-token  application password Today, 20:54 -
‘/'“ com.apple.acc...-friends-app-token application password Today, 20:54 -
"“ com.apple.acc...-iphone-app-token application password Today, 20:54 -
{“ com.apple.acc...y-iphone-siri-token application password Today, 20:54 -
‘{’“ com.apple.ace..-my-iphone-token  application password Today, 20:54 -
‘/'“ com.apple.acc..ransparency-token application password Today, 20:54 -
g‘“ com.apple.ace..ccount.maps-token application password Today, 20:54 -
{“ com.apple.ace..Account.password  application password Today, 20:53 -
‘{’“ com.apple.ace..Account.rpassword application password Today, 20:53 -
[“ com.apple.acc...search-party-token application password Today, 20:54 -
‘/‘“ com.apple.acc..ppleAccount.token  application password Today, 20:53 -

If you want to share the password with someone, this feature is enabled starting from macOS High Sierra and iOS

11. The only condition is for the two exchanging devices to trust each other.

Takeaway message

Imagine a friend needs a password to connect her phone to your home network. But your router is at the other end
of the house. Before dashing to the dusty router to look up the Wi-Fi password, try these alternative ways of
solving the issue — retrieve forgotten Wi-Fi passwords on your Mac with Keychain Access or Terminal. If neither

of these methods helps, then you’ll just have to get up and check your password on your internet router.

e Related reading:

e How to connect to another Mac’s desktop via screen sharing
e How to Fix Bluetooth Not Available Error on Mac

o Password types in macOS

e How to Wipe a MacBook to Factory Settings

Source: https://mackeeper.com/blog/find-wi-fi-password-on-mac/
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