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The path to infection - Eye glance at the first line of "Russian
Underground" - focused on Ransomware
Archived: 2026-04-05 21:58:03 UTC

2012-12-05 - Study

One year since I started "active" actions in understanding what is on the other side of malware/mass infection
campaign. Will share in one picture how i figure things.

( I hope to have many feedback to fix/adjust my understanding )

I will focus on the Ransomware case but most parts are valid for many other "blind mass attack” (as Ransomware

is a specific case of Botnet )

Straight to the visual :
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Eye glance at the first line of "Russian Underground"
The path to infection
Credits for some models used here

Note: New infection vector appeared in early 2013 - RDP compromission then Crypto Ransomware

And now here are basic explanation to read the illustration (even if most of you don't need it :P ).
I won't talk about what happen after infection (data/voucher code reselling, money laundering, etc...). It's another

story.

(will try to add here a table of content or list of anchor links)
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-Poke A Mole Concept

I will first talk about a concept to which i will often refer, the forest hiding the tree, or the "Poke A Mole board".
On previous map, most of the steps are represented by a single node but even small groups will hide the real
node/bad server behind redirectors/reverse proxies. It's easier to recreate a redirector than rebuild a new server
once a node is burnt (read: blacklisted by browser internal protections or antivirus or other filtering tools).

The smallest group will have one server and multiple IP, then we'll see some groups with one server and one

redirector with multiple IPs, and bigger groups can daily add many redirectors.

This is how you can reach this kind of architecture for a single exploit kit :

or even bigger ( L saw one Blackhole with up to 2400 ips available to reach it...at least 1940 when it was also

hosting a Ransomware C&C)

Same goes for Domains. Having hundreds of domain allow bad guy to switch from one to another and escape
domain based blacklisting. Managing domain generation/rotation can be manual, "outsourced", built-in the tools

or managed by dedicated tools. I'll give more details later.

One other great illustration for both, was back in february/march 2012, the Sinowal/Torpig group hosting its
custom Blackhole on infected nodes of its botnet and making it reachable via Fast-Flux && DGA (based on

Twitter trends).
-Infection vector :

this is how you get infected (as I focus on Ransomware, I won't talk about USB/Network Share etc..
<edit 2013-03-25> Some crypto-ransomware are now deployed after RDP compromission. Bruteforce on

windows server and Via Remote Desktop Protocol. </edit>

- Browsing Website :

gﬁveﬂiéittg
| pladforms

- Compromised website : one website has been compromised either using a vulnerability (usually on outdated
CMS) or using stolen credentials from owner, modified to redirect visitors to the infection.
There are a lot dedicated tools to manage a huge amount of iFrame on website with known credentials or kown

vulns
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- Malvertising : same via a malicious fake advert (see advertising platforms)

- Chat/mail

- link to compromised website or exploit kit

- binary as attachement, or document with link to the exploit kit

( Matsnu/Rannoh mainly spread by mail, and skype_was used to redirect users to BH EK 2.0 then Ransomware )
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The tools :

tatistics Black Seftings

All: 5381 (3289)

- facebook: 30

- nacha: 5351

Today: 3168 (2525)
facebook: 26

3142

[clzar wisits] [clear downloads)

A Nacha/Facebook themed spam Tool

Drewil-4i4 Mailer
faray s e

Do - L s L

One more mailer

To figure out more about that you can read:

- Manual download

- the victims download the binary by themselves thinking it's something else (a "free" version of a paid game,

an indispensable video plugin, a disinfection tool, etc...)

- Push in botnet
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Tools : Task option of most Botnet C&C panel

In Upas:
Tain
Tk etadle L Samal Lrwit Cawmtry [ Arch Status
domeizad ard swente - e I 00 1 - s L sctivn
In Zemra :
Fimure | Done Tasks {5)
| t] Coanmatel Start Timee Foam Ut Selection Baols
#2 Drowimload (Itp:) 03.09.201 Finished Global 1004100 |
#1 Drowmlaad (htp:) 03.09.201 Finished Global 4004400 |
#5 Drowimload (It 03.09.201 Finished Global 10004000 |

In Andromeda :

| oastd s |

[T
-

etc...

Advertising Platforms

The platform can be legit or not. Clicksor, Plugrush, Adfly are often being victims of these kind of badvertisers.

Some platform are built for that dark job. Malekal pointed a fake platform in this brilliant post about MegoADS

These platforms are used or abused by bad guys to push advertisement that will drive the user to the redirection
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infrastructure, often for instance fake porn website (see later).

200 HTTP
200 HTTR
200 HTTP
200

delivery. trafficbroker.com
datingysa,com

oskg343. viva-duct, de
oskg843.viva-duct. de

HTTP
200 HTTR UAUSYCSREOME o084z yiva-duct.de
200 HTTP wdzxt.ru
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Malvert redirecting to "Sibhost" EK which is pushing Urausy

200
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200
200
200
200

333333

delivery. trafficoroker.com  frd.php?http: /fteen-fuck. com/ 209
teen-fuck.com [ 5
haztalanhardad.bounceme.net  JaOgWY?QbldL=13 1094
haztalanhardad.bounceme.net  fkor3r3BBSnX 17 608
haztalanhardad.bounceme.net  fkar3r3BE9nX 17 603
haztalanhardad.bounceme.net  Pugall?pQI0=128sQJo=1251 137 216

Cbeplay.P pushed by Sweet Orange via TrafficBroker Malvert

200
200
200
200
200
200

1333333

ads.hoogy.com
ads1.progametester. net
serw.drunselod, com

chocolate, trustpulseinventory. com
chocolate. trustpulseinventory. com
chocolate, trustpulseinventory. com

BH EK 2.0 landing after tilt on malvert

Tools:

b D e baFa ke ey

M phoy i A st en] o oy pome sl oe e e | Inekell phug

.......

Account on legit platform TrafficHolder

Jnewserving/banner_frame,php?nid=12&pid=2495168si,..
ftester_728x90,html
[4f587a91c39d 3t 176f 15845 fe5c2a4
Ninks/middle_granting. php

Jinks/middle_granting. php?ugavrde=33020b0305&vbv. ..
Ninks/middle_granting. php?rspyvuiky =38020b03058&xcix.. .

If you want to learn more about malvertising you should follow Malekal's Job.

Some readings :

Malvertising and Dynamic DNS: A Never Ending Story - 2013-02-08 - Abhinav Singh - Symantec
Finnish Website Attack via Rogue Ad - 2012-12-05 - Sean - F-Secure
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Ads Integrity Alliance: Working together to fight bad ads - 2012-06-14 - Google Official Blog
Grandclix - a Clicksor Traffic Reseller... - 2014-01-27

Redirection infrastructure :

Tralfic Exchange
Fiatfary, -, v
ey

-_-..

-

This block cover all the steps between the first redirection to the exploitation. This is the "Traffer Zone".

Depending on how many actors are involved/how mature are the groups you can see a huge amount of hops.

The first step after malvertising is TDS or fake website with redirect js

Tools:

When modifying a saved legit page is not enough to build a fake site, there are dedicated tools to do this.

Karwermmsh - | Cummmonrew | - Naschesh

Cuprm dotw ¢ pramprs, apana,

E T

E Coper BeyAReR) 08 G TN © LA Bepo
o 87 HYHIT CIFT. THEN NARAHAN BT LN bh Supi0s, & AGHeHS BelTMLAGSTON FAE D L0 [HR4E STAZACTHICN N BH08 PATIE.

T fo gt 11 a1 090 “YEeu v PO Um0 T e N 1 Db TE s 1 e e B b SR R 25 e v 108 32 B ey

PR )

Initial advert for FakeMaker
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Fakemaker (one fake website builder)

(more here : http://kafeine.minus.com/IsIngkPcgjHSY )

In some case the fake website is used to "prepare" the victim. For instance to increase conversion rate (people
paying among infected people) on ransomware some traffer do not hesitate to redirect you to a fake Child porn

website (but with real images). Victim shocked before being presented a pseudo law enforcement warning.

Dedicated TDS. Those TDS can be hidden behind forest of redirectors/reverse proxies.
They are redirecting traffic based on country/browser depending on the needs (client requests).

One TDS will often serve different exploit kits depending on the countries/sources of people hitting it.

Sutra,
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1 TDS many Exploit Kits (at least 5)
For instance a French landing here will be redirected to the default page.
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Sutra driving IT Chrome user to a server faking Chrome Update

(the server is in fact also a Blackhole Exploit Kit and Pony C&C redirector )

Keitaro :
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Keitaro - Traffic page

SimpleTDS

Tasssann | Cramscrass | Esosgmsminn cramscrass | Bscrpofss | Nasoups | Sapport

sTDS 2.0 MOD JackSoft (a simple TDS modification) :

Other tool : Traffic Shop Analyzer the father of Ninja-TDS
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Traffic Shop Analyzer v3.2 lite

Mlustrating 2 paths :

Traffic
P g

n

2 path : a straight simple path (red) vs a more advanced one with multiple node and "poke a mole boards
(i'll add real life illustration at the end)

The RunForestRun campaign that was including DGA was a traffer side work.
The js were redirecting to a TDS who could then redirect to other TDS or to Exploit Kits (We saw at least
Blackhole and Redkit).

Want to read more about TDS and Traffic exchange platform ?

Using Traffic Direction Systems to simplify fraud... and complicate investigations! - Maxim Goncharov -
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/mzC43V2LxEhZ0gqkhH37pCPSOLs5PaNS-bzo-R7TmvLZOyyffVG_YAfOahgxVf7BwEgx3IiXKFkfb84C1sXMU52k1YqyuY7WXagA1aQ818gb_dihjawahsVCOnGkqMB_S6t0Jo3JDkDhBRN_LwLyBPJ-1d7HjFCQUAc2csVxB7BaWh1fqVapP2KIBe8vtczIO54-xiFiccCwl0ETwyEMhSqe4rfL00byrNQBuKTkRgeE77tE72Dz7W9vrh_Vis6m98mGjyW9IhJK8NKubMEYDpu7RhBwwvhdBkSxb6FfO_3SqqP2dY1rMcJcHpr_XhQz35UcJyPYObieI_VtCzRwD6AgTZALtqs8Re5cYmoJn7wNn3Y6va0tzz4w5NHzIFLTU2bnutc_xsbWXIPtVI6p2FVIk2bfWm9uee2HGfXyvHTZ6M6qlgzZSgHgN3WY2iVI9iKUW3WIjrkhLyoVthWHzudJZHRGsYCxDJBv35NLfKY9-zg5vHhn155XaC7suGefcKdW6a94V4juCrc_g4CVSWmRQvAGb4Ur8czPxn_CeUy7MZq_nfWuYYWA7qJuQ_TtFdiE3AYPcVpCU0oUc7FvFXFW2akbib47i2a-GfR-yAvVIg2jA0hexOX8I0vUW4UKeMvnKYrGkv-piUxutEmknvjgY5qP5ZGT=w1198-h571-no
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FJXH8TkNihI/UL79DD4HmCI/AAAAAAAADU0/9sKXLI5CkOQ/s1600/screenshot_2098.png
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FJXH8TkNihI/UL79DD4HmCI/AAAAAAAADU0/9sKXLI5CkOQ/s1600/screenshot_2098.png
http://www.virusbtn.com/pdf/conference_slides/2011/Goncharov-VB2011.pdf
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Trendmicro for VB2011

Traffic Exchange Platforms

Won't spend a lot of time here. These are places where traffer/EK operators can register and can sell/buy traffic.

There are tools to build this kind of platform

Small Traffic Exchange Platform (based on Web-Traffic Shop) stats

Domain rotator sytem
Tools/utility that cover the need for fast/mass domain rotation.

Most exploit kits have built-in features for this.
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This was one of the addition to the version 2.0 of Blackhole Exploit Kit.

This is one of the big feature of Redkit (domain every hours, path every few seconds) , it has also been added to

ProPack. The group behind the Cool EK pushing Reveton has also a backend system (I saw at least ten IPs ) with

an api to serve active hijacked domains to traffers
Tools :

Qpi Rotator
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Qpi Rotator
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Qpi Rotator Settings allowing domain auto-rotation based blacklisted level

Exploit Kits

Won't spend a lot of time here too as most post in this blog are focused on this part.
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Scenario of an Attack By Exploit Kit

The basics

A binary life
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This to illustrate the Crypt and AV Check Services

Note that most tools on the path are able to check how clean is a binary, exploit pack or domain.

Cool EK check both binary and "sploit pack".

Sploit pack clean: 0/35 ()
File updated: 26.11.2012 13:57 (2/35) check

Redkit (old capture)

AKTyaneHsld IP: 178.162.170.59
AV-TecT IP: O/32
UEL ans oSHoeneHWA IP: http://88.198.28.28 /api.ph|

action=ip&aid {§&hash=

AxTyansHsld aomed: pokurilpodelis.tk

AV-TecT noMeHa: 0732

UEL ans ofHoBNeHWA goHeHa: http://88.198.28.23/a
actiun:dumain&aidihas;h:

CpegHkd NpobWe No ckcTeMe 33 ceroada: 7.8eq

CpegHuid NpobKWe No cUCTEMe 33 MPOoLWALIA Jac: 7.7 v
AV-TecT cBRzkm: O/37

Blackhole allow binary check through 2 services

SOFT VERSIONS SECURITY PREFERENCES LOGOUT

ANTIVIRUS CHECK

Antivirus service

Scandyou B
ID Token
@ -

Check feature included in Citadel Botnet

LIPckncy & Secunily
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In Upas kit :

Upas

1ap File Choisissez un fichier | Aucun fichier choisi [ Check File J

jots

e URL http:// ([ cCheckun |

rouls Domain/IP/ ( Check Blacklist/Filter |

ogs

- ke Exploit  |http:// [ Check Exploit Pack |
Pack

townload logs

wettinns

Sometimes the crypt provider allow you to add more features than just bypassing Antivirus :
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Cryptdu. Note : Bypass UAC, Disable Firewall, etc....2014-02-17

Underground Forums

This is a key point where all independent actors exchanges service offers and establish contacts. Reading this blog
you'll see many screenshots of announcement or services offer. Forum are also often the place where conflict are

solved in section often named "Black"/"Blacklist".

If you want an idea on the diversity of services take a look at this advert collection :
http://kafeine.minus.com/mnrcD1JxAzu2U (focused on : Traffing, Hosting, Crypting, Virtual Currency Echange,

Ransomware affiliates etc...). These advert are found inside services (Forums, Scan, Crypt, Blackhole..etc)
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So behind an infection there is a dark economy in turmoil with a lot of specialized individuals/groups.
We can spend a lot of time discussing about each hat/job in the path. From the domain registration to the hosting,

from the coding to the spreading but it was just an eye glance :)
Feel free to comment / send remarks kafeine at dontneedcoffee dot com.

Reading/resources :

Malicious Software and its Underground Economy: Two Sides to Every Story Lorenzo Cavallaro - Coursera (1st
Session July 2013)

Source: https://malware.dontneedcoffee.com/2012/12/eyeglanceru.html
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